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of general prosperity. Business does not flourish
nor wealth increase during a season of almost con-
tinuous warfare; the wars of this era were long and
costly, and a heavy drain on the country's resources.
But even in times of peace, it is doubtful if
Richelieu would have done much toward enhancing
national well-being. He was, indeed, interested in
colonial development, in the growth of the marine
and the extension of commerce, but the measures
he adopted were not well fitted to produce the
results he desired. He believed in governmental
regulation and governmental interference. Trade
flourishes best when let alone, and Richelieu was
unwilling to let anything alone. Still, he did good
work in drawing attention to the importance of
colonial development, and the failure of France as
a colonial power cannot be charged to him.

While the condition^ of France under Richelieu
was far better than during the period of disorder
and misrule which immediately preceded his admin-
istration, it compared less favourably with the con-
ditions that existed under Henry IV. Though the
aggregate wealth of the country increased, the gen-
eral prosperity that attended the wise rule of the
B^arnese was not again witnessed in France until
the latter half of the eighteenth century.

The excessive cost of government, aggravated by
an oppressive system of taxation, kept the people
poor. The Government was costly, partly as a re-
sult of extravagance and corrupt administration,
but in larger degree on account of the prevalence of
war. Richelieu was minister eighteen years, andbeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
